
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   Did you know that the Misericordia Sisters  
                                     are the only Sisters 

                                    who have practised midwifery in Canada? 
                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LET US CARRY OUT OUR MISSION TO THE VERY END… 

TOGETHER, LET US GIVE BIRTH TO LIFE 
 
January 16, 1848 
 
Unbelievable! At the age of 54 (an advanced age in those days), Rosalie spent one year 
and a half training, because of the forth vow1, to assist poor girls and women “in their 
illnesses”2. The day after their profession, Rosalie and seven of her companions 
enrolled in a course for registered midwives under the competence of Dr. Eugène-
Hercule Trudel, obstetrician. 
 
A demanding path… 
 
During this training, the Community was living in extreme poverty. They were despised 
and were facing many challenges and great deprivation. In spite of daily challenges, 
our Sisters gave themselves wholeheartedly to the girls and women who would have 
fallen into desperation without them.  
 
 
 

                                                 
1
 When the novices officially become religious nuns, they usually pronounce three vows: poverty, chastity and   

  obedience. The forth vow is the service vow.  
 
2
 Term used at the time which referred to pregnancy and childbirth. 
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 © Misericordia Sisters Museum 

On March 9, 2013, at 13:30 p.m. Hélène Laforce, 
historian, will give a conference at the Motherhouse 
on the History of Midwifery practiced by the 
Misericordia Sisters. Ms. Laforce is the first historian 
to state the outstanding contribution of our Sisters 
as midwives in our Quebec history. For more 
information, you may consult the website of the 
Museum at www.museemisericorde.org or contact 
Ms. Julie Duchesne at (514) 332-0550, ext. 1-393. 
 
 
 

http://www.museemisericorde.org/


July 12, 1849 
 
Mother of the Nativity and seven other sisters obtained full certificates to practice 
midwifery, signed by the members of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower-
Canada. “Now that they were accredited, the Misericordia Sisters were able to deliver 
not only the babies of young mothers in their Maternity but of poor women who were 
living in the surrounding area.” 3 
  
 

        

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Certificate Midwife Mother Rosalie 

  

 

 
In 1866 – A heart-breaking detachment… 
 

The Misericordia Sisters hand over to lay people 
an important component of the Institute’s life project. 

 
 

Under the authority of doctors and at the request of Rome, the Misericordia Sisters 
definitively stopped practicing deliveries and giving intimate care to girls and women.4 
The records from 1868 to 1875 reveal that the Misericordia Sisters were no longer 
considered as midwives. They had been relegated to a supportive role. 
 
The transition was upsetting and painful to accept. However, as they walked on this 
dark road, the Misericordia Sisters did not lose sight of the fundamental reasons for 
which the institute had been founded. With determination and courage, they faced 
the challenge and adjusted themselves to the new context. Henceforth, they would be 
giving life in a new way.  The charism would now be carried out differently and the 
Sisters would remain signs of God’s mercy in their milieu.   

 

 

                                                 
3
 Rosalie Cadron-Jetté, Une histoire d’audace et de compassion, (A Story of Audacity and Compassion) Hélène    

  Grégoire, CRCJ, 2007, page 58. 
4
 Positio, Volume I, page 154. 



 

How were they to give Life? 
 
We must not forget that Rosalie transmitted to her companions the maternal love 
that she had for every girl entrusted to her care. All the Sisters were imbued with the 
same charism of mercy. They would listen to these women, walk with them, support 
them as long as necessary so that they could once again stand tall with dignity and 
find the path of Life. 
 
To accomplish this, the Community opened Maternity. A few of these homes became 
hospitals, nurseries, group homes and schools to meet the needs of their ‘protégées’. 
 
This is how the charism of Rosalie was passed on from generation to generation with 
the desire to protect and respect life from the moment of birth. Over the years, the 
Misericordia Sisters shared the mission with many lay people. 
 

100 years later… they face more disturbing moments  
and painful self-denials 

 
The Misericordia Sisters hand over to lay people 

what they have built 
 
In 1967, while preparing for their Chapter, which included the renewal of their 
Constitutions, the Community, with the help of experts, was called into question. 
Following serious discernment, the Misericordia Sisters decided to transfer their 
works 5 in Quebec to the State. This took place between 1969 and 1976.6  

 
This decision was a difficult period for the sisters but this heightened awareness 
allowed them to name more cleary their identity as Misericordia Sisters. This new call 
had led them to leave their milieu and to open themselves to new horizons. They had 
to resituate themselves with regard to the founding charism and to find new ways of 
meeting the urgent needs of their mission. 

 
It is important to mention that unity of mind and heart had been woven between the 
Sisters and the lay people. The Misericordia Sisters shared and lived the charism of 
Rosalie with committed lay people daily. They had confidence in these men and 
women who walked with them in their common mission. Therefore, these changes 
affected the lay people as well as the sisters. 
 

                                
                                                 
5
 A few of the works abroad were transferred to religious hospitallers. 

6
 L'esprit des fondateurs et notre renouveau religieux, (The spirit of the founders and our religious renewal, Conférence  

   Religieuse Canadienne, Ottawa, Chapitre IV - Mère de la Nativité et les Soeurs de Miséricorde (Mother of the Nativity and  

   the Misericordia Sisters) by Thérèse Gingras, S.M., p.327. 

 

Seen the meaning of the Crest of   

Misericordia Sisters 

on our website: www.centrerosaliecadronjette.org  

 

http://www.centrerosaliecadronjette.org/


How were they to give birth to life from now on? 
 
How were they to give their lives, in Quebec and elsewhere, to the “Mission of Mercy” 
that the Church had entrusted to them in 1848? 
  
Their close contact with single mothers in distress and their children as well as their 
contact with the suffering led the Sisters to invent new paths. They created private 
works, on a small scale, at the service of single parents and their children, such as 
Maternity homes, day cares, educational services and support services etc.7    

 
Today, the work of the Misericordia Sisters is supported by an international Family 
made up of lay people and sisters. Each member of the Misericordia Family carries 
within himself this characteristic trait of the face of the Merciful Christ manifested by 
the identity of the Community. 

 
 

The Misericordia Sisters will one day hand over to the committed lay people of 
the Misericordia Family, the spiritual heritage  

that is most dear to their heart: 
“The charism of their foundress, Mother Rosalie”. 

 
The Sisters accompany the Misericordia Family with confidence and hope. They 
transmit to committed lay people what they deeply believe in and what they have 
given their lives for. They fervently hope that this Work of God will continue through 
future generations. The Sisters do not believe that it would make sense if everything 
was to stop. They would like to leave serenely, convinced that the charism of Rosalie 
is in good hands. Like John the Baptist, they have been asked to “let go” and to make 
sacrifices so that the mission can continue. They understand the need to pass on what 
they have received to those who set off on the path. 
 
We, lay people, are the heirs. We are responsible for the growth, the actualisation and 
the fruitfulness of the charism of Rosalie. 
 
In the footsteps of the Sisters who have taught us, will we have the determination and 
the courage to see things differently and to meet this challenge so that the charism 
which has been bequeathed to us will maintain its vitality, its authenticity and its 
relevancy? 

                                                 
7
 Grâce de fondation, (Founding Grace) Sister Gisèle Boucher, S.M., Montréal, 2012, page 12. 



Espoir Rosalie  
                                                                                                                  
      
As a living example, here is a message that we received from  
Francine Garneau, general directress of Espoir Rosalie (Rosalie Hope) 
 
Twenty years of service and still going… 
 
Espoir Rosalie was founded on January 15, 1992, by Sister Claire Ranger, S.M., and a 
team of lay people to help single mothers and their children. A team of 7 employees 
welcome an average of 200 mothers and their children every year. 
 
These families are particularly vulnerable and live in isolation. However, the greatest 
pain that these women experience is an emotional void. This pain leads to serious 
consequences because those who have entered into their lives are, for the most part, 
people who also are in pain. They are only passers-by, but they cause incredible harm 
to mothers and children. 
 
This is where the mission of Espoir Rosalie plays its full role which is “to welcome 
unconditionally families wounded by life”. Little by little, through loving 
interventions, comforting words and gentleness, we contribute to the improvement of 
their quality of life. We must never underestimate what we say or do and we should 
never have any expectations because we do not always see the fruits of what we sow. 
 
This is our way of being “Rosalie” at the heart of this world and of making her charism 
present. 
 
 

Several members of the Family have expressed their desire to build relationships 
between the different groups of the international Misericordia Family. 
 
We invite you to send us your reflections or to share your message of hope and Life 
with our Sisters and the members of the Family. 
 
Why not use this newsletter for the animation of your groups in your milieus! 
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
 
To reach us, here is our e-mail address: secretaire.crcj@videotron.ca 

 
 

 

Good reading! 

 

Denise Tessier               Martine Fradet               Lise Bouchard 

                 Coordinator                                Assistant                                    Secretary 
 

 


